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Upcoming Dates: 

-Sept. 29th:  Popcorn 
Sale 

-Oct. 6th:  Picture Day 

-Oct. 6th:  Homecoming 
Parade 

-Oct. 12th:  Kindergarten 
Field Trip 

-Oct. 13th:  Popcorn 

-Oct. 20th:  School Store 

-Oct. 25th & 26th:  Par-
ent Teacher Conferences 

-Oct. 27th:  Popcorn 

-Oct 30th:  Halloween 
Walk Thru 

-Oct 31st:  Early dismis-
sal 10:55 a.m. 

 

It has been a great start to the school year!  The teachers have been focusing on 
teaching procedures & routines and building relationships since the first day of 
school.  This work is paying off and has allowed us to have a smooth start.  

 
My name is Karen Volk.  I have been the principal at Westdale for eleven years 
now.  I have one canine kid, named Schembechler.  She is a yellow lab. Outside of 
work I enjoy running, working out, yard work, reading, and long walks with Schem-
bechler.  Fall is one of my favorite times of the year because I love to watch Uni-
versity of Michigan Football! 

 
The purpose of this first newsletter is to help you get to know the Westdale staff 
better.  Inside you will find information and pictures about us!  We are looking for-
ward to a great school year! 

Karen Volk, Westdale Elementary Principal 

Box Tops 

We are collecting Box Tops for 

Education again this.  Collection 

sheets will be sent home each 

month.  Last year we earned 

$3000 from this. 

PTO 

Our October PTO Meeting is 

Wednesday, October 18th in Mu-

sic Room.  Free child care is pro-

vided. 

Picture Day 

Picture Day is Friday, October 6th. 

Packets will be sent home on Mon-

day, September 25th. 

 

 

Morning Drop Off 

 If you are dropping off before 7:30, all 

students need to go to the gym for the 

Before the Bell Program. Enter 

through the doors near the kitchen/

parking lot. Students are not allowed 

in the hallways before 7:30 because 

there is no supervision in the hallway 

until 7:30 a.m. The main entrance 

door will open at 7:30 which is when 

supervision for 7:30 drop off will 

begin. The office will open at 7:15 a.m.  

Mark Your Calendars 

Field Day and the Annual West-

dale Picnic will be  Tuesday, June 

12th.  We will need lots of parent 

volunteers for Field Day. 
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Young Fives and Kindergarten Staff 

Mrs. Watz 

0\�QDPH�LV�0UV��-HDQQH�:DW]���,�DP�PDUULHG�WR�(ULF�:DW]���:H�KDYH�WKUHH�FKLOGUHQ��
.D\OHHQ��%UHQGRQ��DQG�0DWWKHZ��DORQJ�ZLWK�D�VRQ-LQ-ODZ��/XNH���,�DOVR�KDYH�WZR�JUDQG�
FKLOGUHQ��(OL]DEHWK���DQG�+HQU\�����$QRWKHU�JUDQGVRQ�LV�GXH�LQ�'HFHPEHU��7KLV�LV�P\�
WZHQWLHWK�\HDU�RI�WHDFKLQJ���,�DP�EHJLQQLQJ�P\�HLJKWK�\HDU�DW�:HVWGDOH���,�DP�YHU\�H[�
FLWHG�WR�WHDFK�<RXQJ�)LYHV�IRU�P\�IRXUWK�\HDU���,Q�WKH�SDVW�,�KDYH�WDXJKW�NLQGHUJDUWHQ��
ILUVW��DQG�VHFRQG�JUDGH�DW�:HVWGDOH��3ODLQILHOG�DQG�:HLVV���,Q������,�UHFHLYHG�P\�0DV�
WHU¶V�'HJUHH�LQ�(DUO\�&KLOGKRRG�(GXFDWLRQ�IURP�6968���6RPH�RI�P\�IDYRULWH�WKLQJV�WR�
GR�DUH�VSHQG�WLPH�ZLWK�P\�IDPLO\��WUDYHO��UHDG��DQG�SOD\�ZLWK�P\�GRJ��'DLV\� 

Our Secretary, Mrs. Walsh 

+HOOR�:HVWGDOH�)DPLOLHV�DQG�6WXGHQWV��0\�QDPH�LV�7LQD�:DOVK�DQG�WKLV�
LV�P\�VL[WK�\HDU�DV�:HVWGDOH
V�VHFUHWDU\��,�ORYH�VHHLQJ�\RXU�VPLOLQJ�IDFHV�
LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�DQG�ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�D�JUHDW�\HDU� 
 
,�DP�RULJLQDOO\�IURP�*HUPDQ\�EXW�QRZ�OLYH�LQ�6DJLQDZ�7RZQVKLS�ZLWK�P\�
IDPLO\��,Q�P\�VSDUH�WLPH�,�HQMR\�SOD\LQJ�WKH�KDPPHUHG�GXOFLPHU��UHDGLQJ��
ZULWLQJ��VHZLQJ�DQG�NQLWWLQJ��,�ORYH�P\�MRE�DW�:HVWGDOH�EHFDXVH�,�JHW�WR�
PHHW�VR�PDQ\�DZHVRPH�NLGV�DQG�JHW�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�IDQWDVWLF�SHRSOH� 

Mrs. Torres 

+L��0\�QDPH�LV�$QGUHD�7RUUHV��,�DP�D�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�WHDFKHU�DQG�WKLV�LV�
P\��WK�\HDU�DW�:HVWGDOH�(OHPHQWDU\��,�DEVROXWHO\�ORYH�LW��,�JUDGXDWHG�
IURP�6968�DQG�DP�DOPRVW�ILQLVKHG�ZLWK�P\�0DVWHUV�LQ�(DUO\�&KLOGKRRG��
0\�KXVEDQG�-HVVH�DQG�,�KDYH�D�OLWWOH�JLUO�QDPHG�/D\OD�ZKR�LV����PRQWKV�
ROG���:H�ORYH�WR�WDNH�ZDONV��SOD\�SHHN-D-ERR��DQG�UHDG�VWRULHV�WRJHWKHU���
,Q�P\�IUHH�WLPH��,�HQMR\�VSHQGLQJ�TXDOLW\�WLPH�ZLWK�P\�IDPLO\�JRLQJ�
VZLPPLQJ��WUDYHOLQJ��DQG�YLVLWLQJ�WKH�SDUN���7KLV�SDVW�VXPPHU��ZH�KDG�WKH�
RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�YLVLW�WKH�.DODKDUL�ZDWHUSDUN�LQ�:LVFRQVLQ�DQG�H[SORUH�WKH�
&KLFDJR�=RR���,�DP�WKULOOHG�WR�EH�EDFN�WR�VFKRRO��2XU�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�FODVV�
URRP�LV�JRLQJ�WR�EH�ILOOHG�ZLWK�VRPH�IXQ�OHDUQLQJ��H[FLWLQJ�GLVFRYHULHV��
DQG�QHZ�DGYHQWXUHV��,�FDQ·W�ZDLW�WR�VSHQG�WKLV�\HDU�OHDUQLQJ�DQG�JURZLQJ�
ZLWK�DOO�RI�P\�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�VWXGHQWV��,W·V�JRLQJ�WR�EH�D�IDQWDVWLF�\HDU� 

Mrs. Stec 

Hi, I am Kim Stec. I am very excited to be teaching Kindergarten 

at Westdale. This is my 12th year teaching and my third year in 

Kindergarten. I graduated with my Bachelors degree from Sagi-

naw Valley State University and I am currently working on my 

Masters in Reading. I am originally from the Ludington Area but 

have lived in Saginaw for the last 16 years. In my free time I enjoy 

spending time with my husband and two daughters. I am a huge 

Disney fan. I am looking forward to a fantastic year!  
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Mrs. Romain 

Hello, my name is Autumn Romain. This year is my eighteenth year of teaching Kin-
dergarten for Saginaw Township Schools. My career began at Hemmeter, where I 
taught for ten years. This is the start of my eighth year at Westdale. I have three 
kids: My oldest son Avery is in 8th grade at White Pine Middle School and my twins 
Sophia and Jack are in 3rd grade at Hemmeter. When I'm not at work you will most 
likely find me at an ice rink. I thoroughly enjoy watching my boys play hockey and 
watch my daughter Sophia dance or play soccer.  

Mrs. Wolpert Hi! My name is Kellie Wolpert and this is my 

2nd year of teaching Kindergarten at Westdale. I have been 

teaching for six years all together and absolutely love seeing 

the academic, behavioral and social growth my kiddos make 

each year. I recently completed my Master's Degree in Tech-

nology Education and attended CMU for my Bachelor's De-

gree- Fire Up Chips! In my free time, I love spending time 

with my husband, Kyle and daughter, Kennedy. I am truly 

looking forward to another great year as a Westdale Wolf!  

First Grade 

Mrs. Hartwick 

0\�QDPH�LV�1LFROH�+DUWZLFN��+DUG�WR�EHOLHYH�EXW�WKLV�LV�P\���VW�
\HDU�RI�WHDFKLQJ���,�UHFHLYHG�P\�WHDFKLQJ�GHJUHH�IURP�7KH�8QL�
YHUVLW\�RI�0LFKLJDQ-)OLQW�DQG�D�0DVWHU·V�'HJUHH�IURP�6968���
7HDFKLQJ�ILUVW�JUDGHUV�DW�:HVWGDOH�LV�WKH�DEVROXWH�EHVW���,�DOVR�
ORYH�VSHQGLQJ�WLPH�ZLWK�P\�KXVEDQG�DQG���GDXJKWHUV� 

Mrs. Kowalski 

Hi!  I’m Anne Kowalski, a first grade teacher here at Westdale.  This is my 
nineteenth year in the classroom.  My husband Tom and I live in Saginaw 
Township.  We have three little boys, Carson (9), Porter (7) and Hudson 
(4).  With all of our boys in sports, we are a pretty busy family.  We love 
watching our little guys play soccer and baseball, as well as watching them 
ride their snowmobiles, four-wheelers and dirt bikes!  In our spare time, we 
enjoy spending time together, up north at Higgins Lake.  It is so relaxing up 
there, especially sitting on the dock or boat and reading!  I am so excited to 
begin a new school year!  We are off to a great start and are going to have a 
fantastic year in first grade!!   



Miss Watt 

Hi, my name is Miss Watt. I teach First Grade. My favorite 

things to do are read, sew, swim and work in my yard. This 

is my eleventh teaching at Westdale.  

Second Grade 

Mrs. Goidosik 

 

Mrs. Goidosik ~ 2nd Grade 

We are well on our way to a great year. I would like to thank eve-

ryone for their support while I was out with my appendix. I am 

back and ready to soar with my superheroes this year. This is my 

13th year of teaching. I am an alumnus of CMU and SVSU. I live in 

Saginaw with my husband, Erik, and our two boys Hunter (6) and 

Austin (3). In our free time, we like to go camping up north, play at 

the beach, and swim in the lake. I am very excited to see the gains 

we make this year. Let’s make it a great one!!  

Mrs. Saenz 

+L�P\�QDPH�LV�'DQD�6DHQ]� ,�UHFHLYHG�P\�WHDFKLQJ�
GHJUHH�IURP�6DJLQDZ�9DOOH\�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��7KRXJK�
WKLV�LV�P\�ILUVW�\HDU�KHUH�DW�:HVWGDOH�WHDFKLQJ�ILUVW�
JUDGH��,�KDYH�DFWXDOO\�EHHQ�WHDFKLQJ�+HDG-6WDUW�SUH�
VFKRRO�IRU�WKH�ODVW�QLQH�\HDUV� �,�DP�WUXO\�ORRNLQJ�IRU�
ZDUG�WR�PHHWLQJ�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�SDUHQWV�DW�:HVW�
GDOH�DV�,�H[SDQG�P\�FDUHHU�LQ�WKLV�QHZ�DGYHQWXUH�� ,�
DP�PDUULHG�DQG�KDYH�WZR�VRQV��D���DQG��-\HDU-ROG�
WKDW�NHHS�PH�EXV\��:H�HQMR\�EHLQJ�RXWGRRUV�SOD\LQJ�
VSRUWV��JRLQJ�XS�QRUWK��DQG�VSHQGLQJ�WLPH�ZLWK�RXU�
IDPLOLHV� �,�DP�ORRNLQJ�IRUZDUG�WR�JHWWLQJ�WR�NQRZ�
HDFK�FKLOG�LQ�WKH�FODVVURRP�   



Special Services 

Mrs. Mikoleizik 

Welcome back to school!  My name is Kris Mikoleizik and I’m excited to begin 

another year teaching second grade here at Westdale!  I live in Saginaw with my 

husband, two children, and our 11 year-old Shih Tzu named Pudge.  My son, 

Andrew, is attending Delta college.  My daughter, Sarah, is dual enrolled at Del-

ta college and Heritage high school.  We also welcomed a new member to our 

family this summer when Sarah bought a Shorkie puppy and named her Coco!   

Mrs. Smith 

My name is Amanda Smith. I am the Resource Room teacher 
here at Westale. This is my 15th year of teaching and I am glad 
to be back at Westdale for this school year! I have two children 
who are 9 and 7. Outside of school you can find me cheering 
on my kids at sporting events, cheering at a Saginaw Spirit game 
or at home reading.  

Mrs. Garant 

My name is Mrs. Garant and I'm excited to be starting my second year at 

Westdale.  Before teaching here, I taught in Northwest Indiana for 9 

years.  I'm married and have three crazy kids, including our most recent little 

one born at the end of the last school year.  I love reading, knitting, and playing 

outside with my family.  I can't wait to get into the school year and am looking 

forward to all of the fun things that are constantly going on here at school!    

Mrs. Miller 

Hello, hello, hello!  Welcome back to a new school year.  My name is 

Mrs. Sara Miller and I am beginning my 12th year of teaching.  Saginaw 

Township is home for myself, my husband Tyler, and our boys, Gray-

son-8 and Bennett-4.  When I'm not at school you can find me attend-

ing my son's sporting events, reading a good book, cooking, or at the 

gym.  I am looking forward to a great year of new friendships, lots 

of learning, and FUN!  2017-18 is going to be fantastic.  GO WEST-

DALE WOLVES!!  



Special Areas 

0\�QDPH�LV�0UV��/RHIIOHU���7KLV�LV�WKH�VWDUW�RI�P\���WK�\HDU�RI�
WHDFKLQJ�DW�:HVWGDOH�(OHPHQWDU\�6FKRRO�LQ�6SHFLDO�6HUYLFHV���
:KHQ�,�DP�QRW�DW�VFKRRO��,�DP�EXV\�ZLWK�P\�IDPLO\���0U��/RHIIOHU�
DQG�,�KDYH�WZR�VRQV�DQG�D�GRJ���,�HQMR\�FDPSLQJ��ZDWFKLQJ�P\�ER\V�
SOD\�VRFFHU��DQG�VSHQGLQJ�WLPH�ZLWK�P\�IULHQGV� 

5HDGLQJ�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�,�ORYH�WR�GR��WRR���0\�IDYRULWH�VHULHV�IRU�NLGV�
DUH�WKH�%XGG\�)LOHV��D�P\VWHU\�VROYLQJ�JROGHQ�UHWULHYHU��DQG�WKH�
+XPSKUH\�VHULHV��D�FODVVURRP�KDPVWHU�ZKR�ORYHV�WR�OHDUQ�DQG�VROYH�
SUREOHPV�� 

Miss Mulford, Art 

I have been teaching art at Westdale for the last 14 

years.  My favorite artist is Claude Monet, who the 1st 

graders will learn about later this year.  In my spare 

time I love to garden and walk my dog, Iris.  

Mrs. Bremer, Para Pro 
Mrs. Woodbridge, Learning Assistant 

Mrs. Myczkowiak, Speech and Language 

Mrs. Kreger, Social Work 
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ǇŽƵƌ�ĐŚŝůĚ͘ 

My name is Tom Thompson and I will be teaching Physical Education at West-

dale for Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Mikoleizik, and Mrs. Watz’s classes this year.  I am 

new to this school but not to our school district.  I have been teaching and 

coaching at White Pine Middle School for the past 18 years.  I am very excited 

to have the opportunity to work at Westdale.  The staff here is extremely 

friendly and knowledgeable.  The facility is wonderful and the students have 

been wonderful to work with.  I am looking forward to a fun and productive 

year in the gym.   

I am a life-long resident of Saginaw Township and I live here with my wife and 

three children.  In my spare time I enjoy spending time outdoors hunting and 

fishing, coaching, watching my children participate in their various activities, 

and teaching swimming lessons. 

As you plan for this school year please remember::  Wear appropriate tennis 

shoes to school on P.E. days..Come to Phys. Ed. with an open mind, ready and 

excited to try new things,  and always give your best effort! 

Lets’shave a great school year! 

Mrs. Rupp 

My name is Emily Rupp and I am entering into my 4th year of teaching music at 

Arrowwood and Westdale.  I am married and have a mini Golden Doodle named 

Millie.  When I’m not teaching I enjoy worship at my church, golfing, and decorating 

my home.  During the fall we also enjoy spending our Saturdays watching football 

and cheering on MSU! 

Mrs. Ellis 

Hello!  My name is Diane Ellis and I have been the Media 
Specialist at Westdale for 11 years.  I’ve loved books my 
whole life and I read a variety of authors and subjects.  
Rarely will you find me sitting down without a book in my 
hand!  One of the things that I most enjoy about my job 
here at Westdale is introducing your students to all the 
wonderful stories we have in our library.  



Support Staff 

Mrs. Sprague 

I am so excited to be entering my fifteenth school year 
with Saginaw Township Schools. I currently work as one 
of the Literacy/Numeracy Specialist at Westdale. I am 
able to work with all students in Kindergarten, First and 
Second grade. This job lets me get to know the names 
and beautiful faces of all the students in our building. You 
can also find me in the mornings helping out with traffic 
in the parking lot. Outside of school my family keeps me 
very busy.  I have two amazing children who are involved 
in many sporting activities that keeps us on the go all the 
time. In our free time we love to spend time boating, 
swimming and fishing on Lake Michigan.  We also enjoy 
taking lots of vacations together as a family.  Looking for-
ward to another great year at Westdale! 

My name is Sandy Vauhkonen and I am a Literacy & Numeracy Spe-

cialist.  My job is awesome because I get to work with almost every 

student at Westdale in classrooms, small groups, or individual-

ly.   Reading and math are my favorite subjects and I get to teach 

both.  My family and I live in Midland.  My twins, Alex and Katie, are 

5th graders.  My baby, Megan, is in 3rd grade.  I love the Green Bay 

Packers, to read, to watch my kids play sports, to go to the beach, 

and to tell jokes.     

Hello Westdale Parents!  My name is Sandra Byas. 

I’m happily married.  Also mother of five grown 

children and I have seven grandchildren.  I have 

served at Westdale for seven years as an Instruc-

tional Assistant.  One of my joys in life is volun-

teering at Heartland (Avista) Nursing Home for 

fourteen years.  I believe every child should have 

the opportunity to receive a quality education.  

I’m so  excited that you have chosen Westdale to 

begin the process of your child’s education. 



Support Staff 

Hi!  I’m Tami Edgin.  Your child will see me in the 

kitchen for breakfast and lunch.  This is my first full 

year here at Westdale.  I enjoy seeing the kids smiling 

faces every day.  Go Wolves! 

I’m Tricia Leddy.  Your child will see me mainly in 

the lunchroom.  I enjoy seeing the kids on a daily 

basis.  Looking forward to a great year. 

Mr Matt, Custodian 

Mrs. Green, Breakfast and Before the 

Bell 

Noon Hour Supervisors:  Ms. Laura, Mrs. Lee, Mrs. Lucy, and Mr. 

Jeremiah. 
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